64            LIFE ON THE STAGE
into anger; but you probably do not know that since his serious sickness he is more exacting than ever, and has acquired the habit, when much annoyed, of — of — er— well, of having a fit."
" O-h! " it was unanimous, the groan that broke from our oppressed chests. Stars who gave us fits we were used to, but the star who went into fits himself — good heavens! good heavens!
Rather anxiously, Mr. Ellsler continued: These fits, for all I know, may spell apoplexy — any way, he is too frail a man to safely indulge in them; so, for heaven's sake, do nothing to cross him; be on time, be perfect — dead letter-perfect in your parts; write out all his directions if necessary; grin and bear anything, so long as he doesn't have a fit! Good-night."
The riot act had been read, the mob dispersed, but the nerve of the most experienced was shaken by the prospect of acting a whole week with a gentleman who, at any moment, might get mad enough to have a fit.
Think, then, what must have been the state of mind of my other ballet-mate, Hattie, who, in her regular turn, had received a small part, but of real importance, and who had to address her lines to Mr. Murdoch himself. Poor girl, always nervous, this new terror made her doubly so. She roused the star's wrath, even at rehearsal.
"Speak louder!" (imperatively). " Will you speak louder? " (furiously). " Perhaps, in the interest of those who will be in front to-night, I may suggest that you speak loud enough to be heard by — say — the first row!" (satirically). Now a calmly controlled body is generally the property of a trained actress, not of a raw ballet-girl, and Hattie's restless shifting about and wriggling drove him into such a rage that, to the rest of tts, he seemed to be trembling with inchoate fits, and I saw the property man get his hat and take his stand by the stage-door, ready to fly for the doctor, or, as he called him, "the fit sharp."
She, too, was to appear as a page.   She was to enter